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New study seeks to find ‘what breast cancer is really made of’
Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center seeks breast cancer patients whose cancer progressed through multiple treatments
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (January, 2011) – “Let’s find out what your breast cancer is really made of.” That’s how researcher Gayle Jameson describes the uniqueness of a new study now open at Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale Healthcare.
“What we are offering here is a whole new approach for treating patients with refractory breast cancer,” says Jameson, a nurse practitioner and principal investigator in the study.

“If an individual’s advanced breast cancer has progressed through multiple treatments, they may be eligible for molecular profiling to design a different way to treat the cancer,” she explains.
Goals of the study include improving quality of life and potentially keeping the cancer under control for a longer period of time by aggressively targeting specific genes.

Molecular profiling can identify specific treatments that help keep cancer in check for significantly longer periods, and in some cases even shrinking tumors.

Biopsied tissue will be analyzed for unique characteristics and abnormal genes in cancer cells, which are then targeted for treatment with FDA-approved anticancer medications. 

“We may discover that a tumor has a gene mutation that responds to a drug not typically used in a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach,” explains Jameson.

The Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale Healthcare is the only cancer center in the western U.S. offering access to the study which is funded by the Virginia-based Side-Out Foundation.
 “Many women and men are living with refractory, or advanced, breast cancer that has not responded or continues to grow despite three or more standard treatments,” says Jameson. 

“What we are doing here is precisely matching a treatment to a specific type of cancer cell mutation and abnormal protein signaling pathways that may activate cancer cell growth. The patient would then be treated with one or more medications based on the information provided by the analyses.”

Researchers call the Side-Out study the “next generation of breast cancer treatment,” expanding on what was learned about molecular profiling in an earlier clinical trial at the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center. 
The study is open to a total of 25 patients at only two sites, the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale Healthcare and Fairfax Northern Virginia Hematology Oncology.
The Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale Healthcare opened in 2001 at Scottsdale Healthcare Shea Medical Center as the first major cancer center in greater Phoenix to offer comprehensive cancer research, diagnosis, treatment, prevention and support services in a single location. 
Research at the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center is administered by the Scottsdale Healthcare Research Institute and conducted in collaboration with TGen Clinical Research Services (TCRS) at Scottsdale Healthcare. TCRS is partnership of the Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen) and Scottsdale Healthcare that enables laboratory discoveries to be quickly turned into targeted therapies that can be tested with patients at the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center.
Patients from across Arizona and the U.S. seek care at the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale Healthcare for groundbreaking treatments and clinical trials of new therapies are offered in collaboration with community oncologists, leading universities, TGen and others. The cancer program at Scottsdale Healthcare recently holds Accreditation with Commendation by the Commission on Cancer of the American College of Surgeons.
Established in 2004, the Side-Out Foundation’s mission is to raise money for the war against breast cancer through the sport of volleyball. Major contributing laboratories in the Side-Out study are CARIS Diagnostics, and George Mason University’s Center for Applied Proteomics and Molecular Medicine. 
Patients seeking additional information about eligibility to participate in the “Side-Out study” or clinical trials at the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale Healthcare may contact research patient care coordinator Joyce Schaffer, RN, at 480-323-1339, toll free at 1-877-273-3713 or at joschaffer@shc.org.
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