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18th ANNUAL SUSAN G. KOMEN PHOENIX RACE FOR THE CURE®

DRAWS 31,000 AND RAISES MORE THAN $2 MILLION!
PHOENIX – (Oct. 10, 2010) – The Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® announced today that the 18th Annual Susan G. Komen Phoenix Race for the Cure® - which took place earlier today, Sunday, Oct. 10 – welcomed 31,000 participants and raised more than $2 million and counting, with donations coming in through Oct. 31, 2010.  
Up to 75 percent of the net proceeds raised will stay in central and northern Arizona to fund education, screening and treatment projects, and 25 percent will go directly to the national Komen Research Grants and Awards program to fund breast cancer research. 

“Today’s event was beautiful and inspirational on so many levels,” says 2010 Race Chair Caroline Min-min Cranford, MD.
The Phoenix Race is the largest 5K event in Arizona with 31,000 participants in 2010, including more than 2,000 survivors and thousands of volunteers working year-round for the one-day event. This year, a record 4,100 people registered onsite. 

"The Race for the Cure is an opportunity to honor and celebrate all of those whose lives have been touched or taken by breast cancer, as well as an opportunity to raise funds in support of breast cancer education, screening, treatment and research,” says Dan Costello, Komen Phoenix board president. “We all share the dream of ending breast cancer forever - the promise that Nancy Brinker made to her sister, Susan G. Komen, nearly 30 years ago.  Every dollar raised by the Race brings us closer to achieving that promise.”

The event features something for everyone, including a one-mile family fun run and walk, Breast Cancer Survivors’ 5K Run, 5K Run and 5K Walk in the State Capitol District. An emotional Survivors’ Parade serves as an inspiration for participants prior to the first race event. 

As many as half of all Race participants walk as part of a team. Several teams were recognized during a brief closing ceremony. This year’s team award winners were:

· Largest High School Team – Mountain Ridge High School with 30 members

· Largest Healthcare Provider Team – Cancer Treatment Centers of America with 176 members

· Largest Multi-Facility Healthcare Team - Banner Healthcare
· Team with Largest Number of Breast Cancer Survivors – ADMIRE Plastic Surgery with 31 survivors
· Team with Largest Number of Kids for the Cure Participants – Oh Pat and Kiki! with 27 Kids
· Team with Largest Number of Sleep-in for the Cure Participants – University of Phoenix with 81 participants
· Team with Second Largest Number of Sleep-in for the Cure Participants – Pi Phi Angels with 71 participants
· Team with Participant that Resides the Furthest from Arizona – Banner Home Care Westwalkers with a participant residing in Brooklyn, NY
Last year, Race participants raised $2 million, which contributed to the $18 million total granted by Komen Phoenix since the first race in 1993. Nationally, Komen has invested more than $1.5 billion to date, making the organization the world’s largest source of nonprofit funds dedicated to curing breast cancer at every stage – from the causes, to the cures, to the pain and anxiety of every moment in between. 

“Thank you to all of our runners and walkers and to those who pledged in support of the Race participants. Thank you to our national and local Race sponsors, especially Fry's as our VIP Sponsor, Bedmart as our Local Presenting Partner and 12 News as our Presenting Media Partner. Together we are the cure," says Dan.
The 19th Annual Komen Phoenix Race for the Cure is tentatively slated to take place Oct. 9, 2011. 

About the Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® 

The Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®—along with those who generously support us with their talent, time and resources—is working to better the lives of those facing breast cancer in our community. We join more than 100,000 breast cancer survivors and activists around the globe as part of the world’s largest and most progressive grassroots network fighting breast cancer. Through events like the Susan G. Komen Phoenix Race for the Cure®, we have invested over $13 million in local breast health and breast cancer awareness projects in the nine counties of Central and Northern Arizona, and breast cancer research. "Of the funds expended

in fulfilling the promise of ending breast cancer forever, 75% of the Affiliate's funding is dedicated to programs and services in our local communities and 25% helps fund the Susan G. Komen Research Grant Program supporting national research."Join us by calling 602-544-CURE (2873) or visiting us online at www.komenphoenix.org. 
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