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Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® Raises Awareness of Breast Cancer Among African Americans With Screenings of National Documentary and Community Panel Discussion  

PHOENIX – (March 29, 2011) – The statistics surrounding African Americans and breast cancer are sobering. The disease is the most common cancer among African American women. And, while they are diagnosed less frequently than Caucasian women, African Americans have a 38 percent higher chance of dying from the disease.

Startling figures like these are what led to the production of Breast Cancer Examined: An African American Perspective. This documentary – supported by Susan G. Komen for the Cure® and its African American breast cancer initiative, Circle of Promise – travels from Washington, D.C. to Dallas to Los Angeles, probing into the areas of prevention, detection, treatment and empowerment for survivors, their families and friends. Individual patients invite viewers inside their world as they experience different phases of the process.

This April, the Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® Communities of Color Leadership Council brings the film to the Valley with two free special screenings at South Mountain Community College. A students-only showing will be held on Wednesday, April 6 from 1:30-2:30 p.m. and a community screening featuring a panel discussion will be held on Wednesday, April 13 from 5:30-8 p.m. Both screenings will be held in the Student Union. 

The April 13 event is open to all members of the community and will include refreshments and giveaways. A reception will be held at 5:30 p.m., followed by the documentary from 6-7 p.m. and a panel discussion from 7-8 p.m. featuring:

· Moderator Joanna de’Shay, APS Community Relations and Pink 365 Honorary Chair

· Barbra Watson-Riley, Komen Phoenix Affiliate board member

· Mara Finch, a young breast cancer survivor diagnosed at 32 years old 

· Internist Holly Underwood, M.D., Sonoran Health Specialists, Inc.
The events are part of an increased community-wide effort to raise awareness of and education about breast cancer within the African American community. Komen Phoenix has partnered with a handful of local organizations with this goal in mind. The Komen-funded Pink 365 breast cancer awareness campaign – an initiative of Sistas of AZ, which promotes healthy lifestyles among African American women – has provided more than 2,500 free mammograms to uninsured women. And the recently founded Coalition of Blacks Against Breast Cancer, led by Dr. Michele Halyard and Marion Kelly of the Mayo Clinic, has formed a survivors network. The Coalition’s first meeting drew more than 20 African American survivors.

“I'm really excited about these efforts, because this is the first time I’ve seen the community really come together on this issue since I’ve been involved in breast cancer advocacy,” says Tina Brown, advisor for Komen’s Communities of Color Leadership Council and executive director of Sistas of AZ. “It’s important for our community to know that Black women have a higher chance of dying from this disease because of a lack of awareness and education, insurance issues, cultural barriers and access to resources. We need to work together to eliminate these barriers.”

Registration is not required for either of the screenings. For more information about the events, please contact Tina Brown at 480.695.2615.    
About Susan G. Komen for the Cure® 

Nancy G. Brinker promised her dying sister, Susan G. Komen, she would do everything in her power to end breast cancer forever. In 1982, that promise became Susan G. Komen for the Cure® and launched the global breast cancer movement. Today, Komen for the Cure is the world’s largest grassroots network of breast cancer survivors and activists fighting to save lives, empower people, ensure quality care for all and energize science to find the cures. Thanks to 

events like the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure®, it has invested more than $1.5 billion to fulfill that promise, becoming the largest source of nonprofit funds dedicated to the fight against breast cancer in the world. For more information about Susan G. Komen for the Cure®, breast health or breast cancer, visit www.komen.org or call 1-877 GO KOMEN. For more information about Komen for the Cure and its Phoenix Affiliate, call (602) 544-CURE (2873), or visit the organization online at www.komenphoenix.org.  
About the Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure® 

The Phoenix Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure®—along with those who generously support us with their talent, time and resources—is working to better the lives of those facing breast cancer in our community. We join more than 100,000 breast cancer survivors and activists around the globe as part of the world’s largest and most progressive grassroots network fighting breast cancer. Through events like the Susan G. Komen Phoenix Race for the Cure®, we have invested over $18 million in local breast health and breast cancer awareness projects in the nine counties of Central and Northern Arizona, and in vital breast cancer research. Up to 75 percent of all funds generated by Komen Phoenix stay in the local area while the remaining income goes to Komen for the Cure’s Grants Program supporting research, awards and educational and scientific programs around the world. Join us by calling 602-544-CURE (2873) or visiting us online at www.komenphoenix.org. 
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